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The relationship between Huizhou
Lineage and natural environment in the
Ming and Qing dynasties the case of
Yansi town

Kwok Kam Chau

Abstract

The environment of Huizhou consists of mountains, valleys, and basins.
Many famous lineages were located in basins, surrounded by mountains.
Only a few paths along the valleys connected between the basins and the
outside world. In the Ming and Qing dynasties, the members of lineage
traveled from the pans for business and to carry food and money back
to hometown. Both activities were highly dependent on a smooth path.
Therefore, the paths were the lifeblood of the Huizhou people. It is very
important to maintain those paths smooth for a long time. For examples, we
can find many records in which Huizhou people put a lot of effort to build
a bridge or repair a flagstone. However, the contribution of an individual or
a family is not enough for the proper maintenance of the path. The ancestral
hall is a “devise” to help them to raise fund. It did not matter whether the
members of lineage decreased because of death, and the ancestral hall still
worked like a corporation to manage the path for many generations. This
paper studies that how Huizhou people maintained and controlled the paths
for hundreds of years by the device of lineage and ancestral hall.

Keywords: Huizhou, Yansi town, Ming and Qing dynasties, Lineage





